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| NTRO: Shal om everyone. W had made an announcenent that
we were going to be doing a study on Herod tonight, but in the
meantinme, | spoke to several people in Israel and one in

particular that | spoke to was Mdshe Kenpinski. W are going to
do an interviewthat | did with himlast night over the current
Gaza situation

We all have questions over the events that have been taking
place in Gaza. W' ve seen CNN, we’ve seen Fox news, we’ ve read
di fferent accounts and so forth, but a very close friend, Mshe
Kenpi nski, who lives in Jerusalemand has a shop in the old
city, Shorashim is, to me, one of the nost alert people, if I
can say it that way. He watches what happens and anal yzes what
happens and is able to put it in a m xture between what we have
in the scripture and what is happening in the world. | spoke to
hi m yesterday and we tal ked about taping an interview, which we
did last night. We started about 1:30 am Texas tine and actually
got started taping about 2:00 am but it went until 6:00 amthis
nmorni ng. The interview is not four hours long. There were | ong
breaks while we had dealings with equi prment and so forth, but |
want you to listen carefully to what he has to say and then we

w Il have sone discussion on all of these things follow ng that.

JOE: Shal om everyone. | am doing an interview by tel ephone wth
a very, very good friend of mne, Mshe Kenpinski, who lives in
Jerusalem and is speaking as he is driving in to the old city of
Jerusalem He is comng into the Eye of the Universe, the
Eternal Capital of the Jewi sh People. Mshe, | am so glad to be
able to talk to you because I know a | ot of people have a |ot of
guesti ons.

MOSHE: Great pleasure to be hearing fromyou.

JOE: Let me nention that you have a letter that you send out by
e-mai|l called JerusalemlInsight, as well as an update on the
current situation, is that correct?

MOSHE: Yeah. W have been sending out a newsletter called
Jerusal em Insight, which is a conpilation of articles and things
like that, over the last 10-12 years, a nunber of years. It has
grown dramatically, but since the situation started in Gaza we
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have actually been sending out a daily bulletin. W had a bit of
a crash at the beginning of the week, but we’'re back on, and the
daily bulletin just sort of keeps peopl e updated once to even
three tines a day to what is going on because the situation just
keeps changing dramatically from hour to hour.

JOE: How do people receive this if they would like to do that?

MOSHE: | think the best way to do that is to sinply e-mail us
at Shor ashi nshop@ahoo. com

JOE: | have a nunmber of questions to ask you about what is going
on in Gaza and the latest related itens. First off, | would |ike

to know what is the real story behind the scene. Wio is the rea
power going on here? Is it Hanas?

MOSHE: | think what is going on with Hamas is Hamas actual ly
started to instigate a fire fight. They did not expect the
response that they got, but they instigated a fire fight because
alnost in a very insidious way, Hamas is being prodded on by
Iran. Iran, who are Shiites, believe in their hidden nessiah
bei ng reveal ed. He has to be reveal ed am dst bl ood and turnoil,
so blood and nore turnoil, nore nessianic expectations on their
part are being fulfilled, but they did not expect that |srae
woul d react in the way that it did and, in fact, they had good
reason not to expect it because Israel did not do anything
positive or anything that probably any normal country woul d do
to insure the survival and the safety of their people. So what
essentially happened was that the el ection began noving and
suddenly we are five weeks away fromthe election, | think. |
can’t say anything for sure, but the only thing that nakes sense
is towhy it started so suddenly is that the defense ninister,
who is very low in the opinion poles, suddenly had an
opportunity to prevent hinself as the courageous | eader of the

| sraeli people and the prine mnister, who is |ower than that,
figured just before he goes down in disrepute in Jew sh Hi story,
at least he will conme across as the man who sort of made his
name good after the disaster that was the second Lebanon war.
The truth is, it does not really matter because obviously there
is sonething else at play here, sonething nuch higher, nmuch nore
spiritual, and the fact that these people are doing things for
their owm notives and their own reasons does in any way deter
fromthe fact that this tine they are doing the right thing at
the right time and | believe doing what nost, al nost 90-95% of
the Israeli people feel is the right thing, which is to protect
their own people and to not sit back and be battered again and
again and again by eneny m ssiles.
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JOE: kay, the prinme mnister is Ehud A nert, the defense
m ni ster i s Ehud Bar ak.

MOSHE: That's right. The prime mnister is Ehud A nert and the
defense mnister is Ehud Barak. Barak is part of the |abor
party, which has really suffered badly in the poles and this
has, in fact, brought their party back up in the poles. dnert
is the head of the Kadim party and the Kadi ma party is
suffering badly, but holding its own, but I do not think he is
too concerned about the Kadima party. He is nore concerned about
hi nsel f.

JCE: You nentioned that Iran is an instigator behind Hamas and
all of this.

MOSHE: Very nuch so.

JOE: Let nme ask me about the bl ockade. The thing that we are
hearing over here is that the people of Gaza have no food, no
medi ci ne. One of the things ny wife asked ne is if Gaza is
totally unable to have farns and supply food to thensel ves. Wat
is the story on the bl ockade and why the bl ockade?

MOSHE: First of all, the bl ockade was not a bl ockade per se. If
you have been wat ching the |IDF footage on Ut ube, which you can
access actually, you' |l see that every single day jets are

flying over the Iine that separates the border between Egypt and
the Gaza strip, and every single day they bonmb what is called
“the tunnels,” and you know when they hit a tunnel because the
sinple bonb that is used suddenly flares up into a nmushroom of
fire and snoke because what they have it is another weapons
cache, so, in essence, it is alnost |ike being blockaded with a
slice of Swmss cheese. There are holes all across and if food
and nedicine were a problem food and nedi cine could have been
brought across through the Egyptian border daily. Wat they want
is food and nmedicine to come across the Israeli border, which is
a legitimte request, except that when mssiles are being fired,
the Israeli Arny is saying, “Well, we can’t allow these trucks
going in, we have really no control, and we have no idea what is
being sent in in addition to the nedicines and everything el se.”
So that was the reason to close off the things, not to starve

t he people and not to | eave them w thout nedicine. Even during
the war, by the way, nedicine and food are getting in all the
time. There is a lull, one hour, two hours, and then the

| sraelis allow for another shipnment and convoy of nedicines and
food to go in. So again, the last thing the Israeli’s do, even
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if you do not believe their good will, or you do not believe
their good intentions, the last thing the Israelis need in a
very cynical battle for public relations and the war is to
starve a popul ation, especially since the other side has been
using that narrative of suffering as their greatest weapon, and
so the last thing the reserves want to do is to give them nore
anmmunition in there weapon as a narrative of suffering. So
Israel will do everything possible to maintain that food and
medi cine go in, but that is not what has been going in, for
exanpl e through those tunnels through Egypt, so what |srael has
been trying to do is, in fact, insure that shipnents go through
and has been sending shi pnents through, but every time there are
m ssiles being fired, the Israelis begin to worry because what
is going through is not food and nedi cal shipnents, but rather
weapons and missiles, so the Israelis close it down, but, what |
was saying in order to understand the full context is that the
bi ggest weapon t he Pal estini ans have been using i s sonething
called “The Narrative of Suffering,” meaning they want to show a
starving and depl eted popul ati on and that the starvation and
depletion of supplies is a result of “evil Israeli intentions.”
In Israel, whether you believe themor not, whether you think
they’'re cynical or not, whether you think they have good
interests at they basis of their decisions or not, |Israel does
not want to feed that weapon. They do not want to give them —
nmore ammunition, so the last thing that Israel would want to do
is to bein a situation where the Palestinians will have nore
cause to decry their suffering, etc., etc. So their greatest
interest is to make sure that nedical supplies and food do get
in. They would not be using the bl ockade as a weapon, but nore
as a way of defending Israel’s citizens fromnore mssiles and
nmore grad rockets.

Ut ube | DF f oot age:

http://ww. yout ube. conf resul t s?search _query=gaza&search type=&aq
=f

JOE: A couple of years ago, in August 2006, there was the

i nvasi on of Lebanon. There was a | ot of disappointnment in the
out cone of that because their objectives were not achi eved and
Hezbal | ah i n sone ways were a pathol ogical difference. What is
di fferent about this invasion of Gaza?

MOSHE: There are several differences. First of all, we are

tal king about a conpletely different mass of territories. W are
not tal king about a situation where we are attacking a strip on
t he Sout hern part of Lebanon and there was a whol e gigantic
country behind themto keep bringing supplies in and to keep
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insuring that the eneny has places of refuge, holes for their
weapons, etc., etc., and also a place where a constant supply of
new weapons were able to be brought in through Iran to Syria
into the Hezbollah. Here we are tal king about a very closed in
area where their power is limted, and their scope is |limted,
so what they are generally trying to do is to actually strip
Gaza into three separate sections so that they can deal with
each section separately and not allow the terrorists to rearm

t hensel ves and re-supply thensel ves. That has been successful.
The difficulty though that nmakes it very different than Lebanon,
in fact, nmakes it a little harder than Lebanon, is the fact that
certain cities are overwhel ningly dense and, therefore, the
battles that will go on there are going to be extrenely
difficult, and, in fact, that is what we have seen in the start
of the next phase of the operation and that is where suddenly

t hey have to deal with house after house, go house-to-house
battl e, and not know which house is booby trapped and which one
is not. That is simlar to what happened in parts of Lebanon,
but not the full extent of Lebanon. Lebanon was a | ot nore clear
area, easier to nove through. Here, they fit the cities, now
they are around the cities of Gaza, and a | ot of the other
cities around there, and that makes it nuch nore difficult.

JOE: You told nme earlier today when we spoke that you felt that
| srael would actually do better in going into Gaza than they did
in Lebanon. Way is that?

MOSHE: Because the supply routes are curtailed. There are no
supply routes. There is a limt to what the Pal estinians in Gaza
can do. Second, it is an area they recognize. In fact, sone of
the soldiers that are fighting today are people that were kicked
out of the Gaza strip three years ago, so they are going back to
t heir hone place and they know where they are driving. Thirdly,
ever since the new general in charge, Myjor Ceneral Gabi
Ashkenazi, has taken over, for three years they have been
preparing thensel ves for exactly this operation to the point
where they have even set up dummy little villages nade with
paper mache to match each of the villages they were about to
enter, so it is alnost as if they were comng into an area they
had al ready been in and they have already practiced the drills
of how to get into one house and to get out of one house into
anot her, so that, in many ways, the arny is nore prepared, the
arnmy has shown itself to be nore prepared in al nost everything
that they have done. In Lebanon, what happened they were told to
go in and they really did not know what they would do after they
would go in, so then they were told to go back and people were
injured just in the foray in and the foray out, so that here we
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are tal king about a much nore prepared arny, a nuch nore

di sciplined arny, and a nmuch nore conmitted arny. They sensed
whet her or not they trust their | eadership, they knowthis is
the right thing to do, and they know that the people behind them
willing tolet this go until it needs to be done in terns of the
mlitary | eadership. That was not the case in Lebanon

JOE: Right, in Lebanon was governnment run whereas this is arny
run.

MOSHE: Exactly. The real benefit of having Barak as the defense
mnister, is that he understands that the war has to be arny
run. In the Lebanon war, there were a bunch of three stooges
runni ng the governnent defense and the head of the arny and the
prime mnister really had any sense of what they wanted to do.
They wanted to flex their nuscle w thout thinking what that
woul d nean, what the inplication of each nove was. That is not
t he case here. Mjor General Gabi Ashkenazi and the general in
charge of just the Southern area, Brigadier-General Mshe
"Chico" Tamr, are the types of arny people who believe in
maki ng sure that even the shoel aces are accounted for, and that
is how they are dealing with this operation.

JOE: | understand that Major General Gabi Ashkenazi is a fornmer
commander of the Golani Brigade, which is a very fanmous infantry
brigade, and that he is quite a fighter.

MOSHE: He is quite a fighter, and so is Golani; in fact,
regrettably it was a Golani that was hurt very badly this

nmorni ng, but the Golani are good fighters, but they are patient
fighters. Golanis are known for taking their time, or thinking
where their main focus is, the Golan Heights and everything
else, hill by hill, rock by rock, and that is their approach and
that is what they are taught as soldiers, fromthe commanders on
down to the soldiers. The second thing is that Gol anis believe,
as all Israel used to believe, that commanders have to be out in
the field, so the incident that happened this norning where
three Golani soldiers were killed, regrettably, and several were
wounded, one of the two major ones that were wounded was the
commander of the whole Golani unit in the Gaza strip. He wasn’'t
too seriously wounded, but he did not |eave the field until
every single one of his people were sent hone, and then | ast

ni ght he escaped fromthe hospital. He did not want to stay in

t he hospital and went back into the field, and only about an
hour ago was he convinced that his second in command woul d t ake
over and that he should just rest first in order to be a better
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commander |ater on. That is the type of thing we are hearing and
seeing all the tine.

JOE: One of the things that is different from Lebanon is that
every time we turn on the news, there was an |Israeli spokesman
telling us what was going on. W do not see that with this. Wy
is that?

MOSHE: What was decided first on the part of Mjor Ceneral Gab
Ashkenazi , is that he would not allow a soldier to speak to
anybody or any reporter even if the Prime Mnister’s office,

whi ch has happened, has asked himto send a soldier to sit next
to themas they present their case. He says, “Qur job is to do
what we need to do, we are not here to baby sit the politicians.
They can make the decisions. W have to fulfill the decisions,
but we are not going to get involved in anything else but,” so
that is the first decision that was made. Wen he got into his
post, he actually sent that decision all the way down to the
foot soldier two years ago. Secondly, they realized that in
order for an operation like this to go on, the Israeli people
have to be behind it every step. The last thing the Israel
peopl e need to hear every single hour, “Well, this unit is in
this village, and this unit is in this village, and we suffered
damages here,” nmeaning once, Gd forbid, things |like that

happen, it takes us two, three, four hours, but then the people
that need to know and then the people of Israeli who need to
know know, but what was going on in Lebanon was a constant

daily, alnost hourly nail-biting, intensive, stressful situation
where they felt they were in the battlefield and battle
fatigue eventually seeped into the Israeli people and they | ost
it. The second thing the arny has done is they have appointed
one spokesman and he has been superb, and then the politicians
have sent several politicians, who are also being superb in
their actions. The second thing that was dealt with was not
really dealt with before and it seens that they have been doing
this very well if they have set up a whole cadre of
psychol ogi sts, social workers to deal with the people in Sderot,
Beersheva, etc., etc., giving themeverything they need to have
the strength to withstand the barrage, because if they lose it,
if they lose the ability to nove further, renenber, a lot of the
soldiers that are in there today, in Golani especially, are from
these cities, from Ashdod, Ashkalon, etc., etc., and from what
used to be Gush Katif, so that they are the ones that need to be
strong in order for their children to be strong enough to
continue the battle, so the whole psychol ogy of what is going on
inthis country is that it has changed dramatically. Gd willing
t hat shoul d conti nue!
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JOE: Do you know how nmany rockets have been |aunched in the six
days since this began?

MOSHE: | don’t. You know they’ ve tal ked about 3000 rockets
since the Gazans decided to disrupt everything and before.

| srael then reacted and | do not really have the nunbers in
front of nme.

JOE: kay. | want to switch gears a little bit. There is a | ot
that we are seeing here on CNN and Fox about the public
denonstrations, public opinion. Wat is your take on that?

MOSHE: | amactually surprised to hear that you have heard a

| ot about a public denonstration. There was a denonstration in
Tel Aviv where 100 people showed up, and there was this
denonstration in Haifa, which is really where all the Arab-

| sraeli population live in that area, where 300 peopl e showed
up, neither of which are very dramatic denonstrations of
anything. They really were only speaking for just the few people
that were there. There is no active war novenment. There is no
anti-war feeling. There is concern, but there is no anti-war
feeling. | amactually surprised, well | guess |I’m not surprised
at all, that CNN made out of it sone dramatic story. Here it
passed by wi thout hardly a notice.

JOE: | guess | was not clear on what | was referring to. There
have been denonstrations in London, Washi ngton, New York, and
all around the world.

MOSHE: The world is not happy with a vibrant Israeli that acts
like an Israeli. The world is very supportive of Israel as a
victim The world is very supportive of the Jewi sh people as a
victim They rescued the Jewi sh peopl e AFTER t he hol ocaust, not
during and not before. They are very supportive of Israel after
what happened i n Lebanon and the peopl e who are bei ng bonbarded,
but they are not very supportive of an Israel that acts |ike an
Israel. | think they prefer an Israel to act |ike a Jacob. Jacob
is a powerful person on his own, but he is a person that is not
the Israel that he needs to be. Wen Israel acts like Israel and
defends itself, that by the way is what any nornmal country woul d
do, | nean just imagine 3000 mssiles being fired into Texas
froma nei ghboring country, and then the American Arny reacts
and tries to sort out where those mssiles are comng from even
t hough they are comng fromw thin villages, where even innocent
people live, but after nonths of demandi ng or expecting the

Mexi can Government perhaps to eradicate these fromw thin
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them they don’t, Anerica would react with the full force of a
country that is being besieged. Wen Israel does that, the world
reacts in disproportionally, “this is the wong thing, why
shoul d they be attacking innocent civilians,” they are not
attacking innocent civilians, they are doing everything possible
to get only the terrorists wherever they are, but what has been
happeni ng for years now, the terrorists have been hiding within
hospitals, wi thin nosques, and in apartnent houses, realizing
that Israel being Israel would not attack them because they do
not want to hurt innocent civilians. The ganme is over. So what

| srael does, which I do not think any arny has done ever in the
world is they contact the people in those buildings by phone and
with leaflets, warning themthat there is going to be an attack.
Unheard of anywhere else in the world and generally attack only
after they have warned them so the fact that there are
denonstrati ons against Israel all over the world, Israel has
sort of gotten used to that. They have gotten used to being

repl aced theologically and degraded mlitarily, and attacked
physically. But that hasn’t stopped Israel frombeing Israel for
3000 years and we will continue to be Israel regardl ess of what
the world, or what parts of the world, think of it or not.

JOE: What is going to happen if this public opinion devel ops
into a continuing public pressure for Israel to cease the
fighting?

MOSHE: Because we are dealing with a governnent that is not the
governnment that we need to have, that public pressure wll
eventually work. It will eventually bring Israel to bring about
a cease fire. That is why Israel is doing as nuch as it can in a
very careful way to deal with the Palestinian terrori st
infracture as nuch as it can in the short period of tinme they
may have. On the other hand, there is a grow ng understandi ng,
even in the Arab world in states such as Egypt, Saudi Arabi a,
and in places such as Czechosl ovaki a, Anmerica, and in Canada,
that this is sonething that has needed to be done. The fact that
the Pal estinians are scream ng, “You hit ne back first,” is not
necessarily a legitimate cry of anguish after being the
aggressor for so long. So | think, in spite of what woul d have
happened in other situations where the public opinion would have
been al nost inpossible to counteract, you will notice it is
taking a lot longer for it to happen this time and the nations
have not really gotten together because really | do not know if
all of thembelieve that what Israel is doing is not good as it
is just everybody for their own internal reasons, |ike France
and the president of France who was here yesterday, needs to be
even- handed and even made the statenment, “1 amhere for Israel’s
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security, but because Israel is strong, it should take the risk
for peace.” This statenment is so ludicrous that it comes out of
his own needs and his own Mislim popul ation within France that

| srael again should take Israel is the only one that has been
taking risks and has been the one that is been the victim of
this so-call ed peace again and again. Now that things have

changed, people are concerned. That concern will increase, as
you said, but it is increasing slower than ever before and as
long as it doesn’t lead to __ , Israel will continue to do

what it needs to do.

JOE: Let me review just a couple of points that you nade in our
first half hour. One thing that you said is that there has been
an intense anount of training for this action, that they
literally built boxed cities.

MOSHE: Not only boxed cities and houses, they wanted themto
know the terrain, the types of houses they would be going into,
the pictures of the roads. It is alnost like virtual villages
that are very simlar to the ones they were going to go into.

JOE: Excellent, excellent. So they are highly trained for this
specific action.

MOSHE:  Ri ght .

JOE: kay. | amgoing to switch gears. W have here in the
United States where we are about to change our adm nistration.
Barak Oobanma is becom ng president.

MOSHE:  Un- huh.
JOE: How do you think this m ght affect things?

MOSHE: You renenber | am sonebody that grew in the 60's and
70's and | amjust as noved by the possibility of change and the
possibility of reaching out and touching each other and rel ating
to each other and | ooking for other nodes of interchange. Al

that is amazing and it works probably very well in Anerica. The
problemis that when you try to transfer that to the Mddle
East, you are going to fail mserably. My concern is that it is
that type of approach that will be attenpted here in the Mddle
East and will fail mserably, but the people who will suffer
nost will be the Israeli’s, but, regrettably, also the Anerican
peopl e, because in the Mddle East today, |Islamand the
politically correct Islamis the Islamof Jihad. Nowis the
time, if Islamcan be very patient and subm ssive, because that
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is what the word means, but not when the tinme has come for the
final stages and the Shiite belief is really where it started
with the conflict of the hidden nmessiah com ng, the hidden | nmam
suddenly being reveal ed, is even overtaking the Sunnis, which
make up the other gigantic segnent of Islam not so nuch about

t he hidden | mam Mahdi, but definitely that the thought that the
time has conme for the final conflagration and, if that is the
case, any other type of discussion. In fact, that is the

probl em reaching out and discussing things with themat this
point for themis seen as a sign of weakness, a sign of the West
falling apart, |ooking to discuss because they can’t be
victorious, and so that any of those types of things that wll
be attenpted in the Mddle East will blow up in everybody’s
faces and, regrettably, | think the ones that are going to be
burnt first will be the ones here, so Gd in his infinite wi sdom
al so created a situation where | believe that Barak Cbama and
America will be very focused on what is going there now nore
than what is focused on here. You have a lot to deal with in
terns of the economc situation in the United States. | believe
that that will preoccupy nost of the tine, but should he decide
to use sonme of the approaches and techni ques that he tal ks about
and that he may have grown up with in terms of his own
upbringing, here in Israel it is going to be very difficult.

JOE: In our conversation that we spoke of earlier, just

yest erday, you had nentioned that there was a timng, that this
comm tment of dealing with Hamas was tinmed specifically for this
hol i day season and a lot of different factors. Wuld you

el aborate on that?

MOSHE: Well, again these are suppositions. Nothing is known for
a fact. No one is disclosing, but there are a |lot of factors
that went into the government’s decision. The first factor was
surprise. The Pal estinians did not expect it. Second is the nore
personal and selfish notivations of political since the

el ections are five weeks away and this spells good, |ooks good,
and sounds good to the electorate, especially by the weak
politicians who put this into effect. Thirdly, the fact that the
world, and it wasn’t Anerica they were concerned about or

Europe. The fact that Europe was involved in the holiday season,
etc., etc., was enough of a reason to say, “You know what, that
will give us the opportunity to begin the process.” The world is
really too busy with vacationing and everything else to really
put too nmuch effort and thought into what is going on and it

wll allow us to do what needs to be done and get the process
started. Once the process is started, then you have to deal with
the case itself. Should Israel be in there, what are they doing,
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and everything else. In fact, that was part of the thinking
behi nd t he pl anni ng.

JOE: Using the timng of all these things going on, it seens
somewhat designed to gain tine for the arny to do its job.

MOSHE: That's what | feel.

JOE: Kkay. Let’'s tal k about Hezbol |l ah, danger in the north. Do
you think they are going to becone invol ved?

MOSHE: They might be and they, in fact, would like to be, and
they may have to actually just because of Iran, but there is a
problem and the problemis that the Lebanese el ections are
com ng up soon. Hezbollah wants to do well in those el ections
and they do not want to be the reason that Israel has to react
agai nst a Hezbol | ah attack and cause great damage to Lebanon
again, and so | think that is the reason we haven’'t seen a
reaction until now, a lot of talk, but no action, and even

t oday, even though the arny is nobilizing, as of this norning
they made a point of describing the nobilization is that they
are concerned that Israel wll attack first, which obviously it
will not, so | amnot sure. It fits their thinking that they
woul d do sonething, but there are a | ot of reasons to assune
that they would be a little nore careful at this tine.

JOE: \What about Judea-Samari a? Mst of the Arab conmunities
there are under Fatah | eadership.

MOSHE: They are, but |et nme say sonething. Even though Fatah
and Hamas are engaged in their own bitter struggle, it does not

| ook good in Islamc eyes to be working in conjunction with the
infidels, so they may allow certain things to __ .| know t he
arny has taken that into consideration and part of the

depl oynment of the reserves that have been called up is really to
deal with that possibility. The regular army is dealing with the
south and is in preparation in the north. The reserves pretty
much are being called in to take up positions in Judea-Sanari a,
al t hough Fatah would very nmuch Iike to keep any fire on | ow
flame. They nmay want to allow sone steam off in order to show
that they are supportive of their brethren in Gaza, but on the
ot her hand they do not want it to go out of control because it
isin their interest that Hamas gets destroyed.

JCE: What exactly is going on between these two terrori st
or gani zati ons?
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MOSHE: Fatah and Hamas. Fatah woul d be on the sane side of the
fence right nowin this battle except that it sees a politica
opportunity. Both Fatah and Hamas believe that |srael should not
exi st. Both Fatah and Hamas believe the only way for peace to
reign here is a one-state solution, and that one-state being an
Arab state. The difference in Hamas and Fatah is personal and
religious. Fatah are secular, although it is hard to define an
Arab in this region as being secular. Every Arab is a religious
Muslimin certain respects, but Hamas is nore directed by Iran
and Fatah nore by Saudi Arabia and ot her groups, although they
have been getting funding fromlran as well at tines. So it is
hard to distingui sh between them even ideologically. Both
believe. Their differences seemto be tactile nore than

i deol ogi cal or political.

JOE: kay. The people of Israel, are they of one voice in
support of everything that is happening, the invasion?

MOSHE: As it stands today, |Israel seens to be standing with one
voi ce. There are very few people that are standi ng agai nst the
war, very few to the point of alnobst being insignificant. There
were al nost 100 people at a denmonstration in Tel Aviv and

anot her 200-300 in Haifa and yet didn't nmake nuch of a stir and
did not really nove anybody. It didn’t even, in fact, notivate
anybody to be angry about these type of denonstrations going on
during a war. Generally, the feeling is extrenely supportive of
t he young nen and wonen that are involved and that has not
changed. The press is actually very supportive as well, and so,
in general, the feeling in this country is of great unity and
greater determnation. How long will that be? Tough to say,
peopl e are people, and if you start hearing the stories of those
who | ost their children is difficult and | owers your ability to
stand with resolve, but at this point we are tal king about a
peopl e that are nuch nore united than they have been for a very
long tinme, much nore resolved to see it through, and are not
concerned whether it is Barak’s war for political gains or
whether it is Anmert’s war or whether it is a just war. They al
believe that what is being done, regardless of its notivation,
is the right thing, and that has pulled pretty nmuch nost of the
peopl e together and, interestingly enough, and not surprisingly,
t hey have noved nore into positions of faith as well. The

| sraelis that nmaybe ostensively seem nore secul ar are being
drawn into a rmuch nore faithful position and | ooking for
strength in faith and there are the reports on speaking wth the
famlies of the soldiers that are in the hospital, a |ot of them
are religious young boys and listening to the famlies speaking
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with great faith and determi nation has only increased that
nmeasure of faith in the people.

JOE: That’s good. That is good. Is there fear of rockets
hitting, say, Tel Aviv?

MOSHE: Yeah, there is. | nean we’re not tal king Tel Aviv.

think they’'re worried about Rehovot and the area that has

al ready been hit by one rocket this norning. Everything is
possible, but | amsitting here nowin the old city, | am

| ooki ng out onto the square in the old city, and people are
sitting having coffee, relaxing. There is a group of soldiers
here who are touring the old city. They are wal king around with
a guide. There are a whol e bunch of children playing. Today is a
fast day, the 10'" of Tevet, so many of themwere sent out from
school early, so they are sitting here and playing, so there is
a sense of people living their lives and the sun is shining, the
sky is blue, and people are showi ng concern and there is sort of
a heaviness, but on the other hand, | can’t explainit, it is

al nost |ike a peaceful awareness that we are doing the right

t hi ng.

JOE: You had nmentioned to ne yesterday about a kindergarten that
had been hit.

MOSHE: Actually, there have been three. Since | spoke to you,
anot her one was hit, and at all tines the kindergartens were
enpty, in Ashkel on, Ashdod, and Beersheva, at all tines they
were enpty, and no children were hurt except for people in the
nei ghboring areas that went into panic. O her than that, nobody
was physically hurt.

JOE: You said there have been lots of mracles that have
happened.

MOSHE: We are watching miracles al nost every day. People who
normal ly stay in their house and do not go to the bonb shelters
deci de one day to go to the bonb shelter, and their house gets
hit. A woman who was praying in the corner of her apartnent. She
was saying Psalns, and then all of a sudden a grad rocket hit
and went through the house. Everything was destroyed except for
the corner where she was and she went to the hospital for panic
and everything, but she is 100%fine. Alittle baby was hurt
from shrapnel and she is fine, mracul ously, because everywhere
around here were these little pieces of nmetal that blew apart
fromthe mssile. So, we're watching mracle after mracle. The
key is to keep your eyes open and see it and not sort of nothing
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inthis world is random and nothing in Israel is ever random
and, not only that, it is obviously not random You have to just
open your eyes and see one thing after another falling into

pl ace.

JOE: Kkay, let nme kind of switch here again. | amgoing to ask
about sone of the surrounding nations, whether or not they m ght
get involved or how involved, and then war in the long term
aspect. Syria, Egypt.

MOSHE: Egypt is frightened of Hamas, as anybody shoul d be,
because of their own Hamas within their country. Egypt’s regine
is holding on very strongly to the reigns of their country
because they are concerned because Hamas represents conpl ete
turmoil and the opposite of everything that they believe in,
which is sort of a secular Muslimstate, so Egypt is concerned.
Turkey is concerned. Saudi Arabia is concerned, though it is not
a secular country by any neans, but there is a real struggle
goi ng on between the powers, first of all Shiites and Sunnis,

but al so nore fundanentalists as opposed to those that are |ess
fundanmental i st. So Jordan is concerned, Egypt is concerned. They
are allowing things to happen here, but they also want it to be
limted because they can only hold on to standing on this side
of the fence for so Iong. None of them though, show any signs,
including Syria, of getting involved in the conflict. That may
change dramatically unexpectedly fromthe side of Syria and
Lebanon, but | do not really expect that, but none of themare
show ng any signs of getting involved because after everything
is said and done, and I am hearing nore and nore since we | ast
spoke about the denonstrations going on in the world, after al
is said and done, there is a real sort of beginning of an
understanding in the world that this isn’t a battle that | want
to lay ny stake on, neaning this definitely was a battle between
a terrorist thug nation who kept throw ng m ssiles again and
again and then suddenly when they get responded to are crying
“wolf.” It just does not read well, and so if they were going to
get involved, they would want sonething a little nore pure. This
is not pure. And in the eyes of any of these neighboring
nations, they see Hamas and the Gaza as just a thug terrori st
state, but | do not have nmany concerns. Anything can happen in
this part of the world, but | do not have many concerns, at

| east for now.

JOE: My next question is areally big one that we are asked al
the tinme. \What about |srael and Iran?
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MOSHE: | don’t know, but I will tell you one thing. Qur sages
tell us that in the end of days, all the enem es of Israel that
have cone up through the ages will reappear. The spirit of
Nebuchadnezzar, Rone, etc., etc. It is interesting that Saddam
Hussein believe hinself to be the reincarnation of
Nebuchadnezzar, and just |ike Nebuchadnezzar ended up groveling
on the ground |ike an animal with long hair and long nails, it
is interesting that is exactly how Saddam Hussei n ended up. |If
you | ook to Mahnoud Ahmadi nejad com ng from Persia, the | and of
Haman, and see himas a reincarnation of Haman. Haman ended up
killed, or executed, by exactly the sane nethod he had created
for Mordechai, so just |ike he who was hung on the tree that he

built for Mdirdechai, | would say it would interesting to see if,
in fact, the exact weapon that he is creating to cone agai nst
| srael may end up being his own demise. | don’t what that neans.

The sense | amgetting fromwhat | have been seeing until now
| eaves ne to think that we may see unusual things happening in
| ran. Beyond that, | do not know.

JOE: How about Russi a?

MOSHE: That is a touch one because as nuch as Russia is
becom ng aligned in a new cold war stance, they have actually
become very connected to their own small comunities. They are
concerned about losing control in their own comunities. Russia
is going to play the limt to the end, but just until the end
and | do not think they want to cross the line. There isn't the
sane passion that existed in the Soviet Union in terns of the
ri ght ness of the cause and there is no dream of world w de
communi sm What there is nowis selfish self interest and
nationalism but that won’t take the people far enough along to
cross the line as the Soviet Union was able, and naybe even
willing to do, so | think they will stretch the envel ope as nuch
as they can, but they won’'t go beyond that.

JOE: Ckay. Let’'s talk about the United States. What if the US
were to pull out of Irag, say within eight or nine nonths?

MOSHE: It will becone bedl am
JOE: And what woul d happen?

MOSHE: Renenber that we are dealing with an |Islamthat believes
they are winning the war and because they are w nning the war,
they are winning it because they are being patient, they are
allowing for their own people to die and be killed in

expl osions, etc., etc. Wiy? Because that is part of the fina
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ingredients of the final situation. If they succeed because of
that, because of their own people dying, if they succeed that
the great nation of Anmerica retreats, as Israel did, by the way,
from Lebanon, they will create their own Hezbollah in Irag and
that will be a threat to the whole world actually, not just to

| srael and not just to the Mddle East. | think an escape from
I rag woul d bring about great danger to the Mddle East for sure,
but | believe Europe and Anerica as well, because it will be
anot her indication that the final days have arrived. Iran would
be very quick to gain control over the rest of Irag, and then
you will see the unification of Iran and Irag, which is what

t hey have been aimng for for a very long time and with that

uni fication everything can happen.

JOE: Part of the ancient pattern.
MOSHE: Very ancient pattern.

JOE: Moshe, we have tal ked about a |lot of things. Are there
areas that we haven’'t tal ked about that really need to be
addr essed?

MOSHE: | think the main feature that everybody who | oves |srae
or has a passion for Israel, passion for Gd, passion for Gd's
plan, is to know that the opportunity at this point is for every
single person to be involved, nmeaning whatever little

i nformati on you have, that is nmuch nore information than your

nei ghbor, and that information and that standing for what is
going on here, is standing for truth really, needs to be done,
but it needs to be done gently, needs to be done w thout rancor,
wi t hout anger. Anything with passion has to be done in a way
that doesn’t make your |istener feel that he is worthless and

i gnorant and you are going to open up his eyes, but that nost of
your listeners have deep information and very insightful
information into what is going on here that their neighbors do
not have. It is inportant for themto share it. Destiny is being
pl ayed out right before our eyes and each one of us has the
opportunity to be a piece of the puzzle that puts all of it
together, and so you can also ignore it and wait for it all to
happen, but | think the way people face work, and G d gives you
an opportunity to be part of Hi s | anguage, to be the | anguage of
Gd to do the things that need to be done and to say the things
that need to be said. | do not know if we have an opportunity to
ignore it, so whatever has to be done has to be done with
gentleness, with humlity, but no one can sit back and not do
anything at all.



Joe’s Interview with Mdshe Kenpi nski, January 6, 2009
Page nunber 18 of 19

JOE: One of the things is to have our eyes open as to what is
happeni ng, have our ears open to what is going on.

MOSHE: And to understand that the little picture is the big
picture, not to try to change the world, but speak to your

nei ghbors, your friends, and eventually if enough nei ghbors and
friends are spoken to, then you can speak to your congressman. A
| ot of us can nmake a change in this world. The world is under a
pal |l of great darkness and ignorance, and it is inportant to
know that. You are not going to be used if you start telling
everybody el se that they are ignorant, but be aware that they
are ignorant because they only know what they have been taught,
and if you take the opportunity to share a little bit, “You

know, | have just listened to this report, | found it
fascinating,” don’t tell themwhat to think about the report,
just tell themto listen to ideas. You may find that that wll
have a great inpact on people because people really want to know
the truth, they know that every story has two sides, and right
now in the nmedia they are only getting one side. And the rest we
can leave to a G eater Director than all of us, and as |ong as
peopl e’s m nds suddenly open up a little bit, truth has a way of
seepi ng in.

JOE: One of the things that | think that people can do is, in
addition to letting their neighbors know, I think it would be
good if people would directly respond to you or respond to

| srael and say, “Hey! W stand with you!”

MOSHE: That woul d be great!
JOE: Again, Moshe’'s e-mail address is Shorashi nehop@ahoo. com

You have JerusalemInsights, as well as daily update on the
events.

MOSHE: A daily update on the war, we have a newsletter that
conmes out by e-mail called JerusalemlInsights, and we have a web
site that actually has the articles fromtine to tine on what is
goi ng on here, http://ww.jerusal em nsights.com

JOE: | think that the comrents that you have nade, the questions
that you have answered have addressed any of the questions that
t he people have. | want to thank you.

MOSHE: It was a great pleasure speaking to you as well. | | ook
forward to seeing you and anybody el se in your |istening
audi ence here in Israel. The country woul d be bl essed with your
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arrival, but you would be doubly bl essed, as you know, Joe, by
bei ng here.

JOE: Any of you that are going to Israel in the next nonth, next
year, whenever, be sure to go by Shorashimin the old city. It
is an easy place to find. Plan on spending sone tine there
because everybody does. Everybody cones into the store and we
tal k.

MOSHE: Right. Thank you very much for letting me have the
opportunity as well.

JOE: Tell your brother, Dov, that we all said “hi” and we are
praying for you and I am hoping that people will take this
interview and send it to their friends and just pass it around.

MOSHE: That would be great, and to all of our friends, those
t hat have been here and those that we have been speaking to by
e-mail, please send them our very best. Thank you very nuch.
Shal om

JOE: Shal om shal om

Foot not e:

I sl am ¢ Organi zations dedicated to destruction of |srael:

Hamas (Sunni) — an Arny in Gaza. http://en.w ki pedi a.org/w ki/Hanmas
Islam ¢ Jehad (Sunni)- Gaza

Hezbol | ah (sponsored by Iran) (Shiites)

http://en.w ki pedi a. org/ wi ki / Hezbol | ah

Samaria: Fatah (Sunni) http://en.w ki pedi a. or g/ wi ki / Sunni
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